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All manuscripts should be uploaded through bepress (http://law.bepress.com/aler/).  Please do 
not send a hard copy of your submission, nor should you email your submission to the 
Association.  It is not necessary for a manuscript to conform to this style sheet at the time of 
submission; however, all manuscripts must include footnotes and a list of references. 
 
All accepted manuscripts must adhere to the instructions below: 
 
1.  All material, including footnotes and references, must be typed and double-spaced, with 1¼” 
margins.  Abstracts are required for all articles (excluding book reviews) and must not be more 
than 100 words. The abstract should be on page 2. 
 
2.  The title page (page 1) should have the full title and author(s) name(s), as well as mailing 
address and contact information (phone/fax/e-mail) for the author who will be receiving proofs 
and correspondence. 
 
3.  The first section of the paper can be “1.  INTRODUCTION” or it can be unheaded.  Equation 
numbers should be flush right at the end of displayed equations.  All displayed equations do not 
need to be numbered, only those referred to in the text.  Equations in the main body of the paper 
should be numbered (1), (2), etc.  Appendixes should appear after the main text and before the 
references. 
 

b.  All notes that consist merely of supporting citations should be placed in parentheses 
in the text and follow the statement they support: e.g., "...or a holding company in the 
West (Byrd, 1990; Oi, 1992)."  

b.  If the author’s name is already mentioned in the text, insert the reference date in 
parentheses after the author's name in the following manner:  "Sloof (1997) builds a 
multiperiod model to examine...." 

c.  Cases used or cited should be in the style of the Harvard Law Review’s A Uniform 
System of Citation (commonly called “Bluebook form”).  

a.  Statutes should also be in Bluebook form. 
b.  In citing hearings, always include the bill number or subject matter with which the 

hearings are concerned, and retain the first word of the title as it appears on the cover 
page. 

 



4.  References should be placed after the text in alphabetical order and should be double-spaced.  
List more than one publication by the same author in chronological order by date of publication, 
beginning with the earliest.  For more than one publication in one year by the same author, add 
lowercase letters; for example, 1972a; 1972b.  The following are examples of correct style: 
 
Byrd, William. 1990. "Entrepreneurship, Capital, and Ownership," in William Byrd and Qingson Lin, 

eds., China's Rural Industry: Structure, Development, and Reform. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

Epstein, David, and Sharyn O'Halloran. 1995. "A Theory of Strategic Oversight: Congress, Lobbyists, 
and the Bureaucracy," 11 Journal of Law, Economics, & Organization 227-55. 

Gibbons, Robert. 1992. Game Theory for Applied Economists. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
 
5.  All footnotes should be numbered sequentially, double-spaced, and placed in one section 
following the references.  They should contain only substantive comments and additional 
references not immediately relevant to the text.  Mere citations, regardless of number, should be 
incorporated in the text.  
 
6.  Once a manuscript has been accepted for publication by the Editors, authors are required to 
upload their final version through bepress (http://law.bepress.com/aler/). 
 
The electronic file should be prepared accurately, consistently, and simply, avoiding the use of 
special fonts or elaborate formatting for aesthetics.  Paragraphs should be formatted the same 
way throughout.  The lowercase "ell" (l), and numeral one (1), the capital "oh" (O), and the 
numeral (0), should be used correctly, not interchangeably; the lower case "oh" should not be 
used as a subscript zero.  Greek symbols, diacritical marks, italics, superscripts, and subscripts 
should be typed in the electronic file using software features as much as possible.  When a 
special character cannot be typed in the file, it should be represented by an available character 
that is not otherwise used, and authors should provide a translation key to those characters in the 
cover letter. 
 
Authors should be aware that the electronic file is considered final material.  Author changes 
may not be made during the copyediting stage (following acceptance, but prior to typesetting), 
and any inconsistencies and/or typographical errors in the electronic file that must be changed in 
proof will be charged as authors' alterations.  
 
7.  It is a condition of publication in the journal that authors assign copyright to Oxford 
University Press. This ensures that requests from third parties to reproduce articles are handled 
efficiently and consistently and will also allow the article to be as widely disseminated as 
possible. In assigning copyright, authors may use their own material in other publications 
provided that the journal is acknowledged as the original place of publication, and Oxford 
University Press is notified in writing and in advance. 


