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In March 2004, a major conference on community development in the ‘new Europe’ was held
in Budapest, Hungary, to mark the accession of a further ten nation states, most of them in
the east and central European region, to the European Union.

This issue of the CDJ includes a broadly representative selection of the key speeches made and
papers presented at the conference. The CDJ hopes that the conference, the Declaration and
the events that have followed, together with these papers, will inspire community development
activists in other parts of the world to pursue similar strategies both in terms of the use that
can be made at local nation state level to promote the profile of community development, but
also because of the inherent value of exchanging experience, knowledge and skills between
different countries.
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